THE " BLOODLESS " REVOLUTION       35

before it could possibly come j when genuine revolution
came at last, it had been discounted* The German
Revolution would in all probability have been received
with enthusiasm in England in 1915 or 1916 } in 1918,
after four years of a most monotonous and depressing
war, it was received with apathy* One or two of the big
English papers which were in a position to have excellent
information about Germany and which knew themselves
to be read by an educated and often liberal section of the
upper classes, can by no means be acquitted of having
deliberately and dishonestly misrepresented the German
Revolution* Their effect has been very great, and will
continue to be very great* The more ordinary papers,
which to a large extent are really dependent on what the
public wants, had no sufficient motive to thrust the
German Revolution down the public throat* And had
not that public been well and conscientiously trained to
think that nothing that the Germans were reported to
have done could be true : or if true, then it could not be
important: or if both true and important, then it must
surely be wicked ? Thus between all parties the German
Revolution came to be looked on as a" manoeuvre/'than
which no more ridiculous description could be made*

It was precisely because the coup d*etat of November
gth, 1918, was so mild, so " bloodless/' that it failed to
impress the English imagination* Emotions utterly jaded
by the horrors of the war could have responded only to
something very sensational/ to a Berlin running with blood.